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Book consumption: 
Who reads how often?

Books and the book trade in figures

 

Number of licensing 
agreements

Licences sold abroad: 
most important countries

E-books 
sold*

13.2 million
2012 21.5 million

2013

24.8 million
2014

28.1 million
2016

27.0 million
2015

2.4 million
2012

3.4 million
2013

3.9 million
2014 3.8 million

2016

3.9 million
2015

 

Children’s and 
young adult book

8,961 (-1.3%)
Textbooks

4,966 (+14.1%)

Fiction
13,891 (-1.9%)0.03 billion (-64.5%)

Book clubs

0.13 billion (+16.3%)
Department stores

9.28 billion (+1.0%)

1.94 billion (+1.2%)

20.9%*

Direct from 
publishers

4.39 billion (-0.8%)

47.3%*

Retail book market 
(not incl. e-commerce)

Total sales

Book market sales 
by distribution channel

2016 data for Germany, change compared to previous year in brackets

Sales in euros

First edition

Mail-order booksellers
0.16 billion (+37.5%)

1.7%*

1.4%*

0.3%*

*Share of the total 
market

About once a month / 
less frequently

 

42%

40%

Women
Men

25%

59%

Daily / several 
times a week

About once a week / 
every 14 days

 

*Private use, not incl. textbooks and 
reference books

*Private use, not 
incl. textbooks and 
reference books

Sales in euros

Music industry
1.59 billion (+3.0%)

3.43 billion (+2.4%)
Specialist media

2.13 billion (+7.0%)
Computer and video games

2.80 billion 
(-6.9%)

Film industry

Book market
9.28 billion (+1.0%)

19% 16%

E-book buyers*
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China
1,359 (Anteil 18.6%)

France
375 (Anteil 5.1%)

357 (Anteil 4.9%)

Spain
384 (Anteil 5.3%)

Product categories: 
share of book market sales 

Textbooks and 
study aids

10.9% 
(+6.1%)

Non-fiction
9.8% 

(-2.7%)

Science

11.1% 
(-1.5%)

Travel

5.7% 
(+0.2%)

16.5% 
(+9.0%)

Children’s and young adult books 14.5% 
(-0.1%)

Self-help

Fiction

31.5% 
(-0.5%)

11.51 euros 
(-1.8%)

How much do 
new books cost?

Children’s and 
young adult books 

(hardcover)

€
17.23 euros 

(+0.1%)

Textbooks
(hardcover)

16.30 euros 
(-3.7%)

Fiction 
(hardcover)

€

€

Residents per bookshop

Greatest density 
of bookshops

Regensburg

7.656

3

6.251

Heidelberg

2 5.946

1

Göttingen

72,820 (-4.9%)
Total book production

A pile of all the new books published in 

2016 would rise to some 2,180 metres 

Online book 
market

 1.69 billion (+5.3%)

18.2%*
0.94 billion (+0.4%)

Other 
sales points

10.1%*

In the sea of books
New releases

Turkey

Czech Republic

308 (Anteil 4.2%)

38%
Men

62%
Women

7,310 (-2.8%)


