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Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels – founded in 1825
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Börsenverein - The German Publishers and Booksellers Association

Uniting
• Booksellers
• Wholesalers/Distributors
• Publishers

 Trade association
 Cultural institution



German Book Prize
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Der Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels



Peace Prize of the German Book Trade
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Der Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels



Freedom of expression
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Börsenverein - The German Publishers and Booksellers Association



Börsenverein - The German Publishers and Booksellers Association

Promoting reading and literacy

• World Book Day activities
• Vorlesewettberb – public reading competition (since 1959)

– President of the Republic of Germany is patron
– 600,000 school children participate each year
– Close cooperation with libraries, schools and cultural institutions
– Broadcast on radio in 2017

• LitCam



Some recent experiences in Lobbying
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Lobbying for the book trade

• Fixed book price law extended to ebooks and cross-border sales (2015)

 All parties agreed!

 Importance of role of book shops for culture and promoting reading
was recognised

 Approach via Ministry, then MPs

• Coalition agreement foresees fixing loophole in FBP law (2018)

 Support from MPs across parties

• Low VAT for audio books (ebooks)

 Ministry of Culture prevailed over Ministry of Finance in the end



• Awarded by the Minister of Culture in partnership with „Kurt Wolff Stiftung“
and Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels

Lobbying for the book trade

German Bookshop Award
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Some recent experiences in Lobbying

9

Lobbying for the book trade

• Postal services: non-discrimination

 Negotiated solution

• Copyright exceptions: bad result (2017)

 Communication!

• DEAL Project

 Public attention



Thank you!
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