
A call to invest in all our creative futures 

European culture is in the midst of a crisis. How decision-makers choose to respond now will 
set the scene for the next decade of cultural and creative life in our union. 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, theatres, cinemas, music halls, museums and 
other venues of cultural expression have remained closed. Many of those venues will simply 
not reopen.  

The result has been to squeeze the life out of the cultural and creative sectors, exacerbating 
the desperately perilous situation in which culture, the arts and the creative sectors at large 
find themselves.  

Cultural and creative sectors are Europe’s third largest employer. Meaning the economic 
consequences of a stagnant sector have reached far beyond the realm of culture. 

But, despite such a diminished cultural landscape, it is to culture that we have all turned 
during this time of great personal and societal adversity.  

It is music that has brought us together on balconies, films and TV series that have 
entertained us, documentaries, books, performances, pieces of art that have all truly 
comforted us in our solitude and helped us to escape intellectually and creatively. 

Europe’s most treasured asset is our culture. It is a culture united in its diversity, a culture 
that draws in millions of people from all over the world every single month. 

Cultural expression in all its diversity is at the heart of what is meant to be European. 

Despite strong messages from leaders of the European Union that our sectors would be 
firmly supported, the current proposals for a recovery plan and a European budget strangely 
fail to consider the needs of the cultural and creative sectors.  

As creators and professionals from the sector, we call on the EU leaders to be bold and to 
invest in culture and the arts, to invest in all our creative futures. 

We need a plan that revives our cultural ecosystem and inspires the next generation of 
Europeans.  

This means providing the financial resources at a level which will allow art, culture, cultural 
and creative enterprises, creators and creative workers to continue their work, to survive and 
thrive into the future.  

This is an opportunity for the EU to amply demonstrate that it can honour its values. The time 
is now for Europe to be ambitious and invest in its creative future. 

Culture is the fertile soil out of which Europe’s next generation will unite and flourish. Let’s 
show Europe’s next generations what kind of future we want to offer them!   
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