
It’s no secret that I love books about bookstores, I’ve said it before in other reading 
recommendations and I’ll say it again now. On the occasion of the Frankfurt Book Fair, I 
received a homework assignment from my colleagues at the European and International 
Booksellers Federation to my liking: to read In Praise of Good Bookstores by Jeff Deutch and 
have a dialogue with him. So I took the pencil in my hand and started reading.

Jeff Deutsch is the director of Seminary Co-op Bookstores in Chicago, which he turned into 
the first non-profit bookstore whose mission is to sell books in 2019. He published his book 
in April 2022, and since then, after a lifetime of being a reader and then a bookseller, he 
became an author. Filled with literary, philosophical and economic references about bookstores, In Praise of Good Bookstores 
is divided into 5 chapters, has an introduction, an epilogue and acknowledgments, but, especially for us, the bookworms, 
notes, bibliography and index  –so it really should be read with a pencil in your hand 
and a notebook next to it.

If there’s one thing that stuck with me from the introduction, it’s that “good bookstores have never made good business sense” 
since almost forever, when bookstores started selling book related products to survive –so there you are, it was always hard 
for us. I put my thoughts in the notebook and moved on to the first chapter of the book, Space, dedicated to the space in 
which the bookstore operates and the way the shelfs are curated, the type of events they organize, the way booksellers read 
and they create their community which define, in fact, the space of a bookstore “it is the use that space that creates culture 
and meaning”. 

From the second chapter of the book, Abundance, in which Jeff looks at how to create the relationship between booksellers 
and readers, I enjoyed the most the pages that speak about the special bond between books, booksellers and readers and that 
is because we have a huge responsibility towards the books we have on the shelf, towards writers, publishers and readers. 
The third chapter, Value, talks about how we can build a model for bookstores to be financially and culturally relevant in an 
age where the habit of spending time in the bookstore is no longer cultivated in the habit of Amazon sales 
–and he talks about how we should just be true to ourselves in our jobs. 

The fourth chapter, Community, talks exactly about the community of readers who own a bookstore, about “the good bookstores 
reflects its community, but an exceptional bookstore both reflects and creates its community”, 
while the fifth chapter, Time, talks about the art of setting aside time to “browse” the shelves of the bookstore you entered. 
And I’ll leave you with a quote from the epilogue of the book, a question that has been occupying my mind for about 
two years, when we really felt the difficulties as independent booksellers in Romania:  “if an argument ends 
when a bookshop closes, what argument is continued when a bookshop remains open?”

For booksellers, Jeff Deutch’s book is one that demands time 
to read, one that reminds them to pause for a moment from 
running for survival and observe their trade and the place 
in which they practice their jobs from another perspective, one 
where they can enjoy quiet mornings and hectic afternoons, 
where they can look at the selection of books they have made 
and enjoy the people who go home with them. Although we 
think we are alone, we are in fact with our community and 
fellow booksellers around the world who are experiencing the 
same difficulties as we do. For readers and those fascinated 
by bookstores, Jeff Deutch’s book is one that will take them 
into a world not of whining, but of the concrete things their 
booksellers encounter, from crisis situations to the joy of 
sharing a community and talk about the books they like 
and believe in. Whoever you are, reader, this book is for you.
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