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09:00 – 09:15 
Welcome coffee 

09:15 – 09:20
Introduction by EIBF co-Presidents 

09:20 – 09:40
Keynote Speech – Hybrid bookselling: the new retail 
Enrique Pascual Pons, bookshop Marcial Pons, Spain
 
09:40 – 09:50
Discussion of Keynote Speech 

09:50 – 10:10
Jeff Deutsch, author of In Praise of Good Bookstores (Princeton 
University Press, 2022) and Director of Seminary Co-op 
Bookstores, USA, in conversation with Raluca Selejan, 
La Două Bufnițe Bookshop, Romania

10:10 – 10:15
Q&A 

 
 

10:15 – 10:50 
Roundtable: Bookselling, a world tour 
Insights from international booksellers: Aidai Maksatbekova, 
IQ Bookstore LTD, Kyrgyzstan; Katerina Malakate, Booktalks, 
Greece; João Varella, Banca Tatuí, Brazil, moderated by 
Hazel Broadfoot, Village Books, UK

PROGRAMME



B10:50 – 10:55 
Q&A 

10:55 – 11:05 
Coffee Break 

11:05 – 11:25
Country focus: How to make bookselling greener - an introduction 
to sustainable and green initiatives in the Finnish book sector 
Laura Karlsson, Director, Kirjakauppaliitto, Finland 

11:25 – 11:30
Q&A 

11:30 – 11:50 
Country focus: The LIBER project, a joint effort to boost Swiss 
bookshops’ sales, presented by Patrick Schneebeli, Schweizer 
Buchhandels- und Verlags-Verband (SBVV), Switzerland

11:50 – 11:55
Q&A 

11:55 – 12:00
Closing words by EIBF co-Presidents 

12:00
Sandwich lunch F

PROGRAMME
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Hazel Broadfoot

Hazel Broadfoot studied English at the 
University of St Andrews and became a 
bookseller as soon as she graduated. She 
joined Waterstone’s in its infancy, managing 
several branches before being appointed to 
its board. She left to set up her own business 
and is the owner of Village Books, an award- 
winning independent bookshop in Dulwich, 
south-east London. She is President of The 
Booksellers’ Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and is a Trustee of World Book Day. 
She loves hands-on bookselling.

Jeff Deutsch

Author of In Praise of Good Bookstores 
(Princeton University Press, 2022) and 

Director of Seminary Co-op Bookstores (USA)
Jeff Deutsch is the director of Chicago’s 

Seminary Co-op Bookstores, which in 2019 
he helped incorporate as the first not-for- 

profit bookstore whose mission is 
bookselling. He lives in Chicago. 

Patrick Schneebeli

Patrick Schneebeli is the President of the 
Swiss LIBER Association. He is a trained 
bookseller and has been working in 
publishing since 1998. He is based in Zurich 
and has been in charge of sales with 
Scheidegger & Spiess since 2005 and with 
Park Books since 2012.

https://www.village-books.co.uk/
https://www.booksellers.org.uk/
https://www.booksellers.org.uk/
https://www.booksellers.org.uk/
https://liber-schweiz.ch/de/
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Laura Karlsson

Laura Karlsson is the Director of the Finnish
Booksellers Association (Kirjakauppaliitto). 
The Finnish BA acts to improve the business
environment of Finnish bookstores and their
interests by lobbying and offering
information and research, in cooperation
with administrative organizations, decision-
makers and other relevant operators 
in the field. 

The Association functions to secure the position of Finnish bookstores
as a delivery channel for literature, follows the international
development in the field and strives to improve the visibility of
bookstores in the media. 
Kirjakauppaliitto represents about 90 % of Finnish Booksellers in brick-
and-mortar, webshops and streaming services. 

Aidai Maksatbekova

Aidai Maksatbekova is the owner of the 
first English Bookshop in Kyrgyzstan. 

She started in 2019 as an online bookshop 
and shortly after opened the doors to her first 

brick-and-mortar bookshop with the mission 
to make English books available for kids and 

adults in Kyrgyzstan. 
She constantly expands the variety of books 

on her shelves to provide readers with more 
comprehensive options. 

She strives to provide a unique platform for the young generation of 
readers by hosting book clubs’ meetings and events and, therefore, 

contributing to the exchange of innovative ideas and connection 
of future leaders

https://kirjakauppaliitto.fi/
https://kirjakauppaliitto.fi/
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Enrique Pascual Pons has developed his 
entire professional career at Marcial Pons 

bookshop and publishers, where he has 
held different positions until he became 

the current Director of Bookstores
and Counselor of the 

publishing houses of Law and History.
He is also currently the President of the 

Madrid Booksellers Guild and of the 
Madrid Book Fair, having been a member 

of the Board of Directors of the Madrid 
Publishers Association for seven years.

Katerina Malakate was born in Athens in 
1978, is married and has two sons. 
She is the author of three novels, the latest 
being Faceless (Metaixmio, 2020). She is the
Vice President of PEN Greece. She owns 
Booktalks, a small indie bookshop- café in 
Athens. There she hosts a lot of literary 
events, coordinates two book clubs, and two 
workshops (creative writing and reading). Katerina Malakate

Enrique Pascual Pons

She is the creator and admin of one of the biggest Facebook groups 
about literature in Greece (Diavazontas) and blogs in 
www.diavazontas.blogspot.gr 

https://www.metaixmio.gr/el/products/%CF%87%CF%89%CF%81%CE%B9%CF%82-%CF%80%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%89%CF%80%CE%BF
https://www.facebook.com/booktalkscafe
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Raluca is the co-founder and managing 
partner of the independent bookshop La 
Două Bufnițe, which she co-founded and 
manages together with her childhood best 
friend, Oana Doboși. With over 10 years of 
experience in branding, communication and 
organizing of cultural events, she is 
passionate about books and reading - that is 
being an Owl by profession. She likes art 
and music (especially rock) and most of all, 
after reading and the bookstore, she likes to 
go to concerts and art galleries. 

Raluca Selejan

João Varella

João Varella is the founder of the Brazilian 
publishing house Lote 42 and the 

bookstores Sala Tatuí and Banca Tatuí. He 
organizes events on the Brazilian 

independent publishing circuit, such as 
Feira Miolo(s) and Printa-Feira. João has 
written six books, the most recent being 
Videogame Pandemia (Elefante, 2021). 
João has been a journalist since 2007, 

and currently collaborates with the Folha 
de S.Paulo newspaper. He presents 

HBO's documentary 12 Moedas. 
João lives in São Paulo. 

Raluca recommends books daily on live radio and weekly in a national 
cultural magazine, because this is what she believes booksellers have to 
do: talk about books all the time, on every occasion. 
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